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Honourable Senators, 
Members of the House of Commons, 
Ladies and gentlemen,

I begin by congratulating all parliamentarians on this opening day of the Forty-first Parliament of 
Canada on my own behalf and on behalf of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Queen of Canada, 
who sends her congratulations and warm good wishes. Many of you are returning to your duties as 
Members of the House of Commons, and over one hundred of you are about to take your places as 
elected representatives for the first time.

Together, you have been entrusted with a profound responsibility: to serve the public interest on 
behalf of all Canadians.

In the months since my installation as Governor General, I have had the privilege of meeting with 
Canadians in their communities, and at Rideau Hall and La Citadelle. It has been an honour to 
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answer this unique call to service, and I want to share with you something of what I have learned in 
my travels across this remarkable country of ours.

I have learned that, regardless of age or affiliation, all Canadians want to help create a better future 
for this country. Each of us aspires to a Canada where everyone can succeed and contribute, where 
excellence and opportunity coexist.

I have met with Canadians from all walks of life and discovered this common ground.

In 2017, we will celebrate the 150th anniversary of Confederation, and I invite all Canadians to 
imagine ways to build a smarter, more caring nation as we approach this wonderful milestone. I 
believe that in order to achieve our vision, we must work together to support families and children, 
to reinforce learning and innovation, and to encourage philanthropy and volunteerism. 

Each of us can answer the call to service in our own way and, together, continue this bold 
experiment that we call Canada.

Canadians have expressed their desire for a strong, stable national government in this new 
Parliament. With this clear mandate, our Government will deliver on its commitments. It will 
implement the next phase of Canada’s Economic Action Plan to build on the progress already 
made. It will continue to focus on jobs and growth. It will bring the federal budget back into 
balance. It will invest in our system of universal health care. It will support the communities and 
families that work so hard to care for each other. Our Government will defend the rights of law-
abiding citizens, and it will promote Canadian values and interests at home and abroad.

Our Government will be here for all Canadians—for individuals, for families and for all regions of 
the country—as together we move Canada forward.
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Here for jobs and growth
Jobs and growth will remain our Government’s top priority. 

Through Canada’s Economic Action Plan, our Government took direct action to create jobs 
and protect Canadians during the global recession. On Monday, as our first order of business, 
our Government will reintroduce our Budget, in order to implement the next phase of Canada’s 
Economic Action Plan—our low‑tax plan for jobs and growth. We will get back to work on the 
things that matter most to Canadians: good jobs, security for our families and a prosperous future.

Our Government’s plan builds on five years of hard work to create the right conditions for 
growth and job creation: a stable, predictable, low-tax environment; a highly skilled and flexible 
workforce; support for innovation and new technologies; and wider access to markets abroad. This 
approach has allowed Canada to meet the challenges of the global recession. The next phase of our 
Government’s plan is designed to help us stay on track during the recovery.

Since 2006, Canadians have benefited from significant, broad-based tax cuts.  These cuts have given 
families the flexibility to make the choices that are right for them. They have freed businesses to 
grow and succeed, creating the jobs on which Canadians depend. Our Government will continue 
on this path by introducing new tax credits for individuals and families, and by keeping taxes low to 
create jobs. It will also complete work already underway with the Government of Quebec to reach 
an agreement on tax harmonization no later than September 15, 2011.

However, there is more to be done. The global economy remains fragile, and risks to our recovery 
persist. As well, Canada’s workforce is aging, and it will no longer grow as it has in the past. This 
demographic challenge will impact our economic future and put long-term pressures on our 
pension and health systems that must be addressed. 




